
Storm closure notification procedures for UNB Fredericton 
The objective at UNB Fredericton is to be open every day we are scheduled to be 
open; however, there are times when we experience significant weather events that 
deem campus unsafe and/or inaccessible. During these extreme circumstances, UNB 
Fredericton will not be open as scheduled. 
 
In such instances, snow clearing crews work as hard as possible to get the campus 
ready as soon as possible. The main consideration when deciding to close is based on 
safety and accessibility. UNB Fredericton makes every effort to remain open, but we 
urge all students, faculty and staff to use their judgement concerning travel decisions. 
 
Decision-making process 
Facilities Management develops a storm plan when adverse weather conditions are 
forecasted based on when the storm is expected to begin when the heaviest snows are 
expected to fall on campus; and the equipment and personnel available to clear 
roads, parking lots and walkways. The plan is shared with the Vice-President 
Administration and Finance and other stakeholders in advance of the storm. 
 
If circumstances indicate that the campus should not open, the Vice-President 
Administration and Finance, in consultation with the Vice-President Academic, and on 
the advice of staff, will make the decision to close. 
 
When a decision is made to close campus due to exceptional circumstances such as 
adverse weather conditions, faculty, staff and students will be notified as follows: 
 
Closure decision before normal working hours 
If the decision is made to close before normal working and class hours (8:15 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.), the decision will be made before 6 a.m. (if there is no notification through the 
official notification channels listed below, the campus is open). 
 
The official notification channels are: 

• Emergency Notification System on the UNBSafe App - Register now 
• The UNB website and the MyUNB Intranet 
• UNB Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
• Local radio stations 

 
Notes 

• The announcement will indicate if the closure is for the whole day (8:15 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.) or part of the day. If the closure is for the partial day, the campus will 
open no later than 11 a.m. (classes begin at 11:30 a.m.) 

• Also, note that during the closure, Facilities Management will be clearing the 
streets and parking lots and any travel and parking on campus will impede that 
process. All users are reminded to consult and adhere to the parking 
regulations related to snow clearing. 

• The Wu Centre, Aitken Centre, Lady Beaverbrook Gym and Richard J. CURRIE 
CENTER sometimes remain open during a campus closure and are responsible for 
deciding to close or remain open and for their communications. 

https://www.unb.ca/fredericton/security/unbsafe.html
http://unb.ca/
https://unbcloud.sharepoint.com/sites/MyUNB
https://www.unb.ca/fredericton/security/parking/regulations.html
https://www.unb.ca/fredericton/security/parking/regulations.html


• In situations where weather conditions clear during the day, the libraries may 
decide, in consultation with UNB Security & Traffic and Facilities Management, to 
re-open for evening hours. In these instances, they are responsible for their 
communications. 

• Should activities continue after the campus is closed, Facilities Management’s 
priority will be to ensure that streets/parking lots/sidewalks are ready for the 
reopening and cannot guarantee that they can adjust their schedule to 
accommodate specific activities. 

• This procedure applies to the Fredericton campus only. Saint John has a 
separate procedure and the Moncton site has its own policy and procedure. 

 
Closure decision during normal working hours (8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 
When a decision to close campus is made during the day, every effort will be made to 
provide one (1) hour notice before closure. 
 
If the decision to close is made during normal working hours, faculty, staff and students 
will be notified via these official channels: 

• Emergency Notification System on the UNBSafe App - Register now 
• The UNB website and the MyUNB Intranet 
• UNB Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
• Local radio stations 

 
Note: When a closure is announced during the day, the SUB will remain open for at least 
an hour after closure has been announced, so people have a place to go until they’re 
able to leave campus. 
 
Evening and weekend class and academic activities cancellations 
Evening activities proceed based on the assessment of the individual leading the 
class/event unless the entire campus has been closed. In the event of a campus-wide 
closure in the evening, UNB will make every effort to notify faculty, staff and students 
before 4 p.m. via the following official channels: 

• Emergency Notification System on the UNBSafe App - Register now 
• The UNB website and the MyUNB Intranet 
• UNB Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

 
Notes 

• If an evening closure is announced, ALL classes are cancelled and the libraries 
will also be closed. 

• In situations where conditions clear during the day, the libraries and other 
evening operations may decide individually, in consultation with UNB Security & 
Traffic and Facilities Management, to re-open for evening hours. In these 
instances, they are responsible for their communications. 

• The decision to cancel weekend operations and activities and the responsibility 
to notify participants rest with the individual responsible for the operation or 
event (e.g. libraries, athletic event, academic activity). The units are responsible 
for the communication which will be in line with this policy. 

 
 

https://www.unb.ca/advancement/communications/stormclosure-sj.html
https://www.unb.ca/advancement/communications/stormclosure-moncton.html
https://www.unb.ca/fredericton/security/unbsafe.html
http://unb.ca/
https://unbcloud.sharepoint.com/sites/MyUNB
https://www.unb.ca/fredericton/security/unbsafe.html
http://unb.ca/
https://unbcloud.sharepoint.com/sites/MyUNB


Individual class cancellations 
Faculty who wish to cancel individual classes can do so by emailing their class list or 
through D2L. 
 
Faculty must also notify the appropriate dean’s office, department chair and students 
with respect to rescheduled class time (cf. Article 16A.04.e, Collective Agreement). 
When class proceeds at the normal time during weather events, faculty members must 
show reasonable flexibility with respect to individual students who may have difficulty 
accessing campus. 
  
Note: UNB does NOT follow the closure protocol of the public school districts or the 
community college system. 
 
Faculty and Staff 
Inclement weather (campus open) 
In the event of a major winter storm, faculty, staff and students may experience delays 
in reaching campus. 
  
When conditions permit, employees are expected to report for work. Staff members 
who are delayed must inform their immediate supervisor. Faculty are expected to 
inform their dean, department chair/administrative assistant, and students if a class is 
cancelled.  
 
Remote Work 
Should regular on-campus work locations close due to inclement weather, employees 
who are on remote work arrangements, including working remotely as a result of public 
health measures, shall continue to work at the remote worksite.   
 
We strongly encourage employees who are able to work remotely but are not currently 
on a remote work arrangement to plan to work remotely if a storm is anticipated or if 
the campus closes during the workday. 
 
Students 
When severe weather conditions exist and the campus remains open, students who are 
able should attend classes, labs or other scheduled activities which form part of their 
academic program requirements. However, instructors are encouraged to exercise 
sensitivity to safety issues when these activities are held during severe weather from 
both a student and support staff perspective. 
 
Students who cannot attend such activities should refer to the syllabus of each 
affected course to learn how the instructor or department handles non-attendance, 
late submissions and missed assignments. Staff and students must advise the instructor 
immediately if they cannot attend. The instructor may request suitable documentation 
if such confirmation is considered necessary. If there are any concerns, please talk to 
either the Student Advocate, the department Chair, or the Dean’s office. 
 
In the event of severe weather conditions during the examination period and the 
campus remains open, students are expected to make every reasonable effort to 

https://unbcloud.sharepoint.com/sites/UsingColleague/SitePages/working-with-class-lists.aspx#email-your-class-list


attend the exams as scheduled. Students who cannot attend an exam as a result of 
extenuating circumstances may apply to the Registrar’s Office under the Final 
Examinations Written at an Alternate Time Regulation. For more information, see 
the Undergraduate Calendar, Section III. E. 
 
Campus closure and its application to clinical/lab courses 
If the campus closes due to a storm and classes are cancelled, clinical/lab is 
cancelled. Students who are completing preceptorship must exercise their best 
judgement to decide about going to or leaving clinical. 
 
If it is announced that there will be a delayed morning opening of campus and classes 
are cancelled, morning labs are also cancelled. If the campus opens later in the 
morning, then afternoon labs will be held. A delayed opening of campus will not 
impact clinical that is off campus. Clinical shifts will continue unless the clinical location 
is also closed. 
 
If the campus opens later in the day and afternoon and evening classes are being 
held, then the evening clinical shift will be held. 
 
If it is announced that the campus will be closing early due to weather conditions and 
you are in clinical/lab, then clinical/lab instructors should make plans for their students 
to leave clinical/lab as soon as possible. This approach is consistent with the UNB 
Staffing during Storms and Emergencies Policy (Fredericton Campus). 
 
Poor weather conditions and NO campus closure 
When the weather conditions are poor and the campus is not closed, the clinical/lab 
instructor and students will need to exercise their best judgement in deciding to attend 
clinical/lab or leave the clinical/lab that is in progress, based on their personal 
circumstances. 
 
Examination cancellation plans due to poor weather 
The following plan for rescheduling final examinations in the event UNB’s Fredericton 
campus closes due to weather has been prepared in cooperation with the Office of 
the Vice-President (Academic) and the Office of Student Services. 
 
In the event UNB’s Fredericton campus is closed due to poor weather during the 
examination period, the exams scheduled for the day of the closure will be moved to 
the day following the end of the examination period. The individual examinations will 
be held in the same location and times as shown on the final examination schedule. 
 
In the event UNB Fredericton is closed due to poor weather on the day exams are 
rescheduled due to a previous closure as stated in the paragraph above, the 
examinations scheduled for the day following the examination period, or part thereof, 
will be rescheduled to the first Saturday in Winter Term. The individual examinations will 
be held the same time as shown on the examination schedule and locations will be 
posted in advance. 
 
See Academic Calendars for examination period dates. 

https://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/current/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/iii-examinationstandingandpromotion/
https://www.unb.ca/academics/calendars.html


NOTE: Cancellation and rescheduling of examination sessions are to be coordinated 
ONLY through the Offices of the Registrars and will be communicated via the official 
channels listed above. 
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