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Definitions 

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV): …any act of violence, whether 

physical, emotional, financial, sexual, social, or spiritual, committed for 

any reason, against a current or former partner with whom they have 

had a romantic relationship. These relationships can be between people 

of any sexual orientation.  

Risk Assessment: …an evaluation of the level of risk a victim of 

domestic violence may be facing including the likelihood of repeated or 

lethal violence. It may be based on a professional’s judgment based on 

their experience in the field and/or a structured interview and/or an 

assessment tool/instrument that may include a checklist of risk factors.  

Service Provider: …an individual who provides a service for victims 

and/or perpetrators of intimate partner violence.  
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Purpose  

(1) examine current intimate partner violence and homicide 

(IPV/IPH) risk assessment strategies used by service 

providers in Canada;  

(2) examine how service providers address RA and 

Indigenous risk for IPV and IPH;  

(3) identify useful “promising practices” and barriers to 

effective RA as identified by service providers; and  

(4) discuss the ways in which these findings can be used to 

conceptualize an alternative approach to RA with 

Indigenous populations. 



Literature Review 

 There are benefits and disadvantages to each type of RA 

 To date, there is limited empirical literature comparing RA 

scores and subsequent outcomes of Indigenous and non-

Indigenous populations.  

 Culturally-informed and competent RAs are lacking in RA 

literature (Kropp, 2004, 2008; Websdale, 2000).  

 Dangerous narrative that places Indigenous victim vulnerability 

in the context of risky lifestyle choices (Holmes & Hunt, 2017). 

 

 



Connecting Intimate Partner Violence, Indigenous 
Populations, and Risk Assessment Practices 

 Risk assessments are often the first determination 

of the level of risk faced by a victim and/or 

presented by a perpetrator of IPV.  

 The results of such assessments inform risk 

management and safety planning strategies which 

can help ensure the safety of those involved.  

 If risk assessments do not capture the increased 

risk faced by Indigenous people many may go 

without the necessary services and/or 

interventions that could prevent further harm. 



Methodology 

 Convenience sample: 30 telephone interviews with service providers across 

Canada 

    Table 1: Participant by Sector and Location 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Descriptive information and discourse analyzed using Thematic Network 

Analysis (Attride-Sterling, 2001) 

 “the reduction or breakdown of the text… the exploration of the text… and the 

integration of the exploration” (p.390)  

 

  Manitoba Alberta British Columbia Nunavut Total 

Community Outreach 1 2 3 0 6 

Healthcare 1 1 1 0 3 

Legal Services 3 0 0 0 3 

Policing 0 0 1 1 2 

Probations/ 

Corrections 

2 1 1 0 4 

Shelter 4 1 1 0 6 

Victim Services 6 0 0 0 6 

Total 17 5 7 1 30 



Risk Assessment in Practice 

 2 used a single structured actuarial assessment 

 20 used an “integrated approach” 

 8 used no tool at all 

 Structured and actuarial RAs are still considered 

the “gold standard” by the wider community 

 Those who use professional judgement felt the 

need to defend their use 

 

“…my interviews are 

based on you know, 

two decades of doing 

this”. 

“Once I have the risk 

assessment then I have to 

think about using my 

judgment as to which tool 

to use…and what are the 

consequences of doing a 

formal risk assessment so 

all of that is part of clinical 

judgment piece before I 

even start the assessment”  
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by Service Providers 
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Recommendations 

 Allow room for professional judgement 

 Future RA tools should allow for professional judgement to better 

capture factors such as colonialism and intergenerational trauma.  

 Requires in-depth and on-going training, specifically on the impact 

of colonization and colonial attitudes 

 Build trust  

 Building trust within the community is integral to accurate and 

useful RA 

 Focus on resilience 

 Service providers and researchers should focus on resilience and 

strength-based factors rather than deficits (holistic and all-

encompassing) 

 This challenges the current conceptualization of RA and discourse 

around Indigenous people 



Conclusion 

 Need research that explores the impact of 

actuarial assessment on vulnerable populations 

and outcomes of integrated approaches 

 Risk should not center on individual pathology 

but consider aggregate experiences as factors 

 Service providers and researchers should 

question  the “gold standard” of  actuarial RA 

 RA with Indigenous populations should be 

informed by the issues impacting these 

populations 



Thank you 
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