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	Purpose
This worksheet guides graduate students from reflection to a completed Statement of AI Transparency suitable for thesis front matter. It identifies and bounds permissible AI use, makes verification responsibilities explicit, and produces disclosure text that can be assembled directly from responses in Part F.

How to use:  Complete Parts A–E with short, concrete answers. Assemble the final disclosure in Part F. Retain this worksheet for supervisory discussions; only the final statement is submitted with the thesis.

When to use:  Read this worksheet before beginning your research to understand what AI use will need to be disclosed and how. Students should review this document prior to their first supervisory meeting and revisit it at each major research milestone. Complete it before thesis submission to document actual use.



Part A — Declaration of AI Use  (Threshold Question)
Select one option below. If AI was used, complete Parts B through F.

□ I did NOT use generative AI tools at any stage of this research or thesis writing.
□ I DID use generative AI tools, as documented in Parts B–E below.

	□  Supervisory Confirmation: I confirm that my use of generative AI tools was discussed with, and is consistent with the expectations of, my supervisor(s).




Part B — AI Tool Inventory
List each distinct AI tool or feature used at any point in this research. Add rows as needed.

	AI Tool / Platform
	Research Stage(s) Used

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	






Part C — Mapping AI Use to Research Stages
Complete only the stages applicable to your work. For each stage, check all uses that apply and describe the nature of assistance in 1–2 sentences.
1.  Conceptual Development / Idea Formation
Examples:
□ Brainstorming or refining research questions
□ Exploring theoretical perspectives
□ Identifying possible research directions
Nature of Assistance
	Describe what the AI did — not the prompts themselves — and confirm the final research direction was determined independently.

	

	



2.  Literature Engagement / Source Analysis
Examples:
□ Identifying relevant literature
□ Summarizing or clustering sources
□ Mapping debates or themes
Nature of Assistance
	Describe how AI supported organization or synthesis. Confirm all cited sources were independently read and evaluated.

	

	



3.  Methodology, Data Collection, or Analysis
Examples:
□ Code generation or debugging
□ Data preprocessing or transcription support
□ Exploratory analysis or visualization
Nature of Assistance
	Specify tasks and tools. Avoid interpretive claims. Confirm all outputs were independently validated.

	

	



4.  Drafting, Editing, or Presentation
Examples:
□ Structural feedback or coherence checks
□ Grammar, clarity, or formatting
□ Preparing figures, tables, or code formatting
Nature of Assistance
	Clarify that all substantive arguments, interpretations, and conclusions remain entirely your own.

	

	



Part D — Verification and Responsibility
Include any of these statements, as applicable to the work.

	□
	I independently verified all facts, data, citations, and code that were assisted by AI.

	□
	I did not submit sensitive, proprietary, or non-anonymized data to AI tools without prior authorization.

	□
	The intellectual contributions, arguments, interpretations, and conclusions are entirely my own.

	□
	I remain fully accountable for this work regardless of AI assistance received.



Part E — Ethical and Scholarly Reflection
If relevant, answer each prompt in 1–2 sentences.
Boundary Awareness
What research activities were deliberately conducted without AI to ensure development of core scholarly skills?
	

	

	



Scholarly Ownership
Identify one contribution in this thesis that clearly reflects your unique intellectual judgment and cannot be attributed to AI assistance.
	

	

	



Critical Oversight
Describe one instance where AI output was questioned, corrected, or rejected, and explain how you resolved it.
	

	

	






Part F — Final Disclosure Statement
Using your answers above, select and complete one of the statements below for inclusion in your thesis front matter. The assembled text — not this worksheet — is submitted with your thesis.

Option 1 — No AI Used
	With the agreement of my supervisor(s), no generative artificial intelligence tools were used in the research, analysis, or writing of this [master's thesis / doctoral dissertation]. I affirm that the work complies fully with institutional policies on academic integrity and responsible conduct of research.



Option 2 — AI Was Used
Assemble your disclosure using the structure below, drawing on answers from Parts B–E.

	Section
	Content to Include

	Opening Statement
	Acknowledge supervisory agreement and state that AI was used for limited, defined support purposes.

	AI Tool Inventory
	List each tool, its access context, and the research stage(s) in which it was used. Confirm no confidential data was uploaded. (Draw from Part B.)

	Per-Stage Summary
	For each applicable stage in Part C: name the stage, describe AI’s role, and confirm independent judgment at each step.

	Verification & Responsibility
	Confirm independent verification of all AI-assisted outputs and affirm full personal accountability. (Draw from Part D.)

	Reflective Statement
	Note the activities conducted without AI and describe one instance of AI output being corrected or rejected. (Draw from Part E.)





Appendix — Sample Disclosure Statements
Example 1 —STEM
The following statement is illustrative only. Adapt all discipline-specific details to your own work.
	Statement of AI Transparency
With the agreement of my supervisor, generative artificial intelligence tools were used in this master’s thesis for limited, clearly defined support purposes. The tools used were: ChatGPT (OpenAI) for exploratory text-based assistance; GitHub Copilot for code-completion suggestions in Python and MATLAB; and AI-assisted features in standard software for formatting support. No confidential or non-anonymized data were uploaded to any tool.
During conceptual development, AI tools were used to test alternative framings of research questions related to thermal performance optimization. The selection and justification of the final research problem were developed independently. In the literature engagement phase, AI tools assisted with organizing and clustering peer-reviewed articles; all cited sources were read and critically evaluated by the author. During methodology and analysis, AI tools supported code debugging and generation of preliminary data-processing scripts; all code was reviewed line-by-line, modified where necessary, and independently validated. In the drafting phase, AI tools provided limited structural and clarity feedback; all technical reasoning, derivations, and conclusions are my own.
I independently verified all factual claims, figures, citations, and code outputs. I remain fully accountable for the accuracy, originality, and integrity of this thesis. Core engineering decisions — particularly experimental design and result interpretation — were conducted without AI assistance. In one instance, an AI-suggested numerical approach produced implausible boundary behaviour; this was identified through manual validation and corrected by revising the governing assumptions.



Example 2 —Humanities & Social Sciences
The following statement is illustrative only. Adapt all discipline-specific details to your own work.
	Statement of AI Transparency
With the agreement of my supervisor, generative artificial intelligence tools were used in this doctoral dissertation for specific and limited support functions that did not replace scholarly interpretation, authorship, or historical judgment. The tools used included ChatGPT (OpenAI) for structured reflection and organizational support, and AI-assisted features in standard word-processing software for clarity and formatting. No sensitive archival materials, restricted documents, or identifiable personal data were uploaded to any AI system.
During conceptual development, AI tools were used as a reflective aid to test the clarity and scope of research questions concerning political discourse in mid-nineteenth-century British newspapers; the formulation of research questions and historiographical positioning were developed independently. In the literature engagement phase, AI tools assisted with organizing secondary scholarship; all primary and secondary sources were read, interpreted, and evaluated by the author. During research execution and analysis, AI tools helped organize archival notes and supported preliminary thematic clustering; AI tools were not used to interpret primary sources or generate analytical claims. In the drafting phase, AI tools provided feedback on structure and paragraph flow; the narrative voice and substantive arguments are entirely my own.
All AI-assisted outputs were critically reviewed and independently verified. I remain fully responsible for the accuracy, originality, and scholarly integrity of this dissertation. Close reading, interpretive synthesis, and historical judgment were conducted without AI assistance. In one instance, an AI-generated thematic grouping obscured an important chronological distinction; this was identified through manual review and corrected through independent analysis.
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