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The BMO Apex Startup Challenge has attracted entrepreneurial students
from across Canada thanks to the generous support of sponsors like you. 

We invite you to be part of the Apex experience in 2027!

Reimagined as a high-energy, one-day experience this year, the competition
will bring together top student innovators from across the country to pitch

their ideas, gain real-time insights from industry experts, and forge

meaningful connections.

Since 2003, Apex has grown from an internal classroom competition into a
nationwide entrepreneurial initiative. In 2027, we proudly celebrate 25 years

of fostering innovation and supporting the next generation of

entrepreneurs.

About Apex
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Apex By The Numbers

$30,000
in prizes

250+
teams

20+
judges

50+
students
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Who Attends?

Undergraduate and graduate students from
across Canada
Members of the New Brunswick start-up
ecosystem: accelerators, government, law,
accounting and banking
Venture capital and angel investors
UNB Faculty and Staff, Alumni
Sponsors 
Members of the business community

Past Attending Universities (2025 & 2026)

The largest business plan competition in Atlantic Canada where:

attracts high-quality teamshave attended from universities
across Canada since 2010

from the business community
provide valuable feedback 
and mentoring

participate annually 
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The BMO Apex Startup Challenge relies on the generous support of our sponsors to
deliver a meaningful, hands-on learning experience for students. 

Through Apex, student entrepreneurs engage in real-world business scenarios, gain
valuable feedback, and connect with industry professionals, preparing them for successful
careers beyond university.

Each year, we rely on the support of our sponsors to deliver an exceptional competition
experience through prizes, resources, and enriched programming. We invite you and
your organization to get involved as a judge and join our networking event. 

Why Become a Sponsor

Connect directly with driven students and emerging ventures, build meaningful

relationships, and showcase your organization!



Sponsorship Opportunities
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Recognition as supporter during event
Prominent promotional visibility (website, program
guide, social media)
Dedicated sponsor spotlight on social media
Recognition from podium during remarks
2 judging slots
4 reception tickets
On-site promotion: display your banner throughout
the event
Speaking opportunity at Award Ceremony
Swag bag inclusion 

GOLD SPONSOR – $2,000

Premier visibility + exclusive engagement

SILVER SPONSOR – $1,500

Recognition as supporter during event
Logo on all marketing materials & event signage
Promotional visibility (website, program guide,
social media)
Group tier sponsor spotlight on social media
Participation as a judge (1 slot, if available)
2 reception tickets
Swag bag inclusion

Strong visibility + meaningful involvement
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Recognition as supporter during event
Promotional visibility (website, program guide, social media)
Group tier sponsor spotlight on social media
1 reception ticket

BRONZE SPONSOR – $1,000

Community support + event presence

Brand Visibility → Reach students, faculty, and the business community
Access to Talent → Engage directly with top entrepreneurial students
Community Impact → Support innovation and economic growth
Thought Leadership → Position your organization as a leader in entrepreneurship

WHY SPONSOR?

Examples of items include:
Branded merchandise (e.g., pens, notebooks, apparel, accessories)
Promotional materials or company brochures
Recruitment cards or early talent engagement materials

Sponsors at the Gold and Silver levels may include branded items in the competitor swag
bags distributed to all participants. This provides a direct touchpoint with students and
ensures lasting brand visibility beyond Apex.

COMPETITOR SWAG BAG
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For inquiries, to
get involved, or to
sponsor the Apex
Startup Challenge: 

CONTACT
Ryan Reid
Manager
ryan.reid@unb.ca 
(506) 471-3285
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