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DEGREES      

2016 Ph.D., Faculty of Law, Queen’s University  
 Dissertation title: “The Untapped Power of Section 28 of the Canadian 
 Charter of Rights and Freedoms.” Dissertation supervisor: Beverley 
 Baines, Queen’s University.  Dissertation Defence Committee: Helen 
 Irving,  University  of  Sydney;  Will  Kymlicka,  Queen’s  University; 
 Mark  Walters,  Queen’s  University;  and Sharryn Aiken, Queen’s University. 
    

2009 LL.M., Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa  
 The focus of my research was women’s multiple rights claims under the 
 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  

1996 LL.B., Osgoode Hall Law School, York University  

1993 B.A., Political Science (distinction), University of Regina  
 
 
AWARDS AND PRIZES     

2015 SSHRC Post-Doctoral Fellowship, $81,000.  

2013 Torys  Fellowship, University of Toronto Faculty of Law Review, $500. . 

2012 Vanier  Canada Graduate Scholarships. Vanier Scholarship, $150,000.    

2012 and 2015 Trudeau Foundation, Trudeau Scholarship, $195,000.  
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2012   Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canada Graduate Scholarships 

   Program, Doctoral Award, $90,000 (declined). 
 
 

2012  Ontario Graduate Scholarship Program, Scholarship (Doctoral 
Level), $15,000 (declined). 

 
 2011  Queen’s University, School of Graduate Studies, 2011-2012 Morgan  

Brown Fellowship, $10,000. 
 

2011  Queen’s University, Graduate Award, $5,500.  
 

2011  Queen’s University, Law Foundation of Ontario Student Award, 
  $2,500. 
 
2005  University of Ottawa, Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, 
  Admission Scholarship, $13,535 (declined). 
 
1995  Annie Macdonald Langstaff Prize for the highest standing in Feminist 
  Legal Theory, Osgoode Hall Law School. 
 
1994  Bassel,  Sullivan,  Leake  &  Davidson  Prize  in  Civil  Procedure  I, 
  Osgoode Hall Law School. 
 
1993  Joel Organek Entrance Scholarship, Osgoode Hall Law School. 
 
 

BAR ADMISSIONS  
 

2005  Law Society of Upper Canada 
 
1997  Law Society of Saskatchewan 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
2017-current Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of New Brunswick. I 
 teach Constitutional Law (Law 1600) and Administrative Law (Law 

 

2253), and Advanced Constitutional Law (Law 4073) (beginning Fall 
2018).  The former involved the updating of existing courses and 
implementing new teaching aids (e.g. PollEverywhere).  The latter 
involved the development of an entirely new curriculum (having not been 
taught for over five years).  I have also supervised 5 directed 
research/directed reading undergraduate law students during this time. 
 
Since 2018, I have coached the Faculty’s Wilson Moot team.  The Wilson 
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Moot is a course for students (requiring preparation of weekly practice 
sessions, review of 4-5 drafts of two written facta, and course evaluation), 
but is not formally included in a professsor’s course load. 
 
I became a member of the Graduate School in the Department of 
Interdisciplinary Studies (IDST) in 2019 for the purpose of supervising 
graduate students. 

 2016 Instructor, Department of Law and Legal Studies, Carleton University. 
 I taught an upper-year course, “Approaches in Legal Studies I” (LAWS 
 2908). 

2012 and 2013 Teaching Fellow, Faculty of Law, Queen’s University.  I taught an 
 upper-year law course, “Equality Rights and the Charter” (Law 535, 
 cross-appointed to the School of Graduate Studies under Law 835). 
2010 Instructor, School of Canadian Studies, Carleton University. I taught a 
 graduate course, "Critical Perspectives on Canadian Feminism" (CDNS 

 
5201). I was appointed adjunct research professor of the School in 2010. 
 

2009 Instructor, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa. I taught a first-year 
 course, Public Law and Legislation (CML1104B). 

 
 

STUDENT SUPERVISION 
 

Sagida Elnihum, MA, Interdisciplinary Studies, University of New Brunswick.  Began 
supervision in 2018; anticipated completion date in 2020. 
 
Jobran Trefis, Ph.D., Interdisciplinary Studies, University of New Brunswick.  Began 
supervision in 2017; anticipated completion date in 2021. 
 
Amanda Popowicz-Soni, M.A., Legal Studies, Carleton University, 2011 (second reader for 
thesis entitled, “Eugenic Echoes: Reverberations of 'Deviancy' in Refugee Protection Division 
Hearings”). 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
2019-current Faculty representative to Senate, University of New Brunswick.  Member 

of the Senate Student Standing and promotion Committee. 
 
2018-current Co-chair, Moot Committee; member, Curriculum Committee. 
 
2018-current Faculty representative assigned to the student volunteer mental health 

ombudsman.  This has involved mentoring a student committee to support 
their creation of new mental initiatives, as well as liaising with relevant 
University Departments (such as the Office of Human Rights and Positive 
Environment). 
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2018 Committee Member, Associate Dean Search Committee, Faculty of Law 

 
2017-2018 Committee member, Faculty Assessment Committee, Curriculum 

Committee, Faculty Recruitment Committee, Library Committee, Post-JD 
Experience Committee. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Monographs 

 
 
2021 (anticipated) The Gendered Constitution: Reviving Canada’s Commitment to Equal 

Rights. Book proposal accepted and under contract at UBC Press. 
 
 

Refereed Book Chapters and Articles 
 

2019 (forthcoming) “Reproducing the Masculine, Neoliberal State: Canadian Federalism 
Doctrine and the Judicial Deregulation of Reproductive Technologies.” 
Chapter in Jill Vickers and Joan Grace, eds, Gender, Diversity & 
Federalism Handbook (forthcoming with Elsevier).  Accepted for 
publication. 

 
2019 (forthcoming) With Michael Marin.  “The Supreme Court’s Strange Brew: 
 History, Federalism and Anti-Originalism in Comeau.” Accepted for 

publication in the University of New Brunswick Law Journal. 
 
2018 “Is Federalism a Feminist Issue? The Gender of Division of Powers 
 Jurisprudence” (2018) Journal for Parliamentary and Political Law 

(Special Issue) 197. 
 
2018 “A Prayer for Original Meaning: A History of Section 15 and What It 

Should Mean for Equality” (2018) 38(1) NJCL 35.  

2017 “The Meaning   of Fundamental Justice” and “Equality’s First 
 Principles.”  In Heather MacIvor and Arthur Milnes, eds, Canada at 
 150: Building a Free and Democratic Society (North York: LexisNexis 
 Canada, 2017). 

2015 “Is Originalism Bad for Women?   The Curious Case of Canada’s 
 ‘Equal Rights Amendment’” (2015) 19:2 Rev Const Stud 237-279. 

2015 “No Parity, No Problem? Women’s Underrepresentation in Parliament 
 as a Charter Violation,” in Greg Tardi and Richard Balasko, eds, The 
 Informed Citizens’ Guide to Elections: Electioneering Based on the 
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 Rule of Law (Toronto: Carswell, 2015) 483 (special issue of the Journal 

2014 “Getting   Off   the   Menu   and   at   the   Table:   Women’s   Equal 
 Representation in Parliament” (2014) 8:3 JPPL 639-656. 

2014    “Costs Breakdown:  What Mowat Means for Accessing Justice in 
 Human Rights Regimes” (2014) 18(1) CLELJ 253-289. 

  

2014 “Immutability Hauntings: Socioeconomic Status and Women's Right to 
 Just Conditions of Work under Section 15 of the Charter,” in Bruce 
 Porter and Martha Jackman, eds., Advancing Social Rights in Canada 
 (Toronto: Irwin Law, 2014) 187-222. 

2012 “Constitutional  Coalescence:  Substantive  Equality  as  a  Principle  of 
 Fundamental Justice” (2010-2011) 42 Ottawa L Rev 411-445. 

2012 “Will Watertight Compartments Sink Women’s Charter Rights?  The 
 Need for a New Theoretical Approach to Women’s Multiple Rights 
 Claims  under  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms,”  in 
 Beverley Baines, Daphne Barak-Erez, and Tsvi Kahana, eds., Feminist 
 Constitutionalism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012) 132- 
 148. 

2011 With Graeme Mitchell. Q.C., “Kafka and the Lobbying Commissioner’s 
 Policy Against Political Participation by Lobbyists” (2011) 5 JPPL 497- 
 504. 

2010 “Multidimensionality and the Matrix: Identifying Charter Violations in 
 Cases of Complex Subordination,” (2010) 25:1 CJLS 21-49. 

2009 “Is the Rule of Law the Golden Rule?  Accessing Justice for Canada’s 
 Poor,” (2008) 87 Can Bar Rev (2d) 459-513. 
 
 
Selected Opinion Pieces 
 
2019                           “Shouting into the Constitutional Void: Section 28 of the Canadian   
   Charter and Québec’s Bill 21” Double Aspect Blog (June 24, 2019),  
   online: Double Aspect <doubleaspect.blog>. 
 
2019                            “Quebec’s secularism bill violates Canada’s “equal     
   rights amendment” National Blog (April 17, 2019), online:  National    
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   Magazine   (Canadian   Bar Association) <nationalmagazine.ca>.     
   With Samer Alam.   
 
2018                     “Firing of CP Rail conductor over social media posts shows how   
   women in the workplace are expected to conform” CBC News   
   (January 28, 2018), online: CBC <cbc.ca>. 
 
2017   “A ‘Post-Gender’ Post-Truth Look at Canadian Family Law”  
   National Blog (July   2017), online: National  Magazine (Canadian   
   Bar Association) <nationalmagazine.ca>.  
     
2016   “Pet Custody: No Laughing Matter When It Comes to Women’s 
   Equality.”  National Blog (January 2017), online: National Magazine 
   (Canadian Bar Association) <nationalmagazine.ca>. 
  
2016   “The ‘Normalization’ of Trump and Implications for the Right to 
   Equality in Canada.” National Blog (November 2016), online: National 
   Magazine (Canadian Bar Association) <nationalmagazine.ca>. 
 
2016   “The Supreme Court, Justin Trudeau and Diversity Firsts.” National 
   Blog (August  2016),  online:  National  Magazine  (Canadian  Bar 
   Association) <nationalmagazine.ca>.  With Rebecca Bromwich. 
  
2014   “Chaos  Theory.” National Blog (July  2014),  online:   
   National Magazine (Canadian Bar Association)     
   <nationalmagazine.ca>. 
 
2014   “Tapping the  Assailant’s  Pension.” National Blog (March   
   2014),  online:  National Magazine (Canadian Bar    
   Association)  <nationalmagazine.ca>.     
  
2014   “The Other Notwithstanding Clause.” The Ottawa Citizen    
   (February 2014).  
  
2013   “Judges,  Veils,  and  the  Myth  of  a  Guilty  Expression.” The  Tyee 
   (January 2013), online: The Tyee <thetyee.ca>.    
  
2010   “The Niqab in the Courtroom: A New Guise for ‘Whacking’ Sexual   
   Assault  Complainants?”  Canadian  Bar Association Touchstones   
   Newsletter (May 2010), online: The Canadian 
   Bar Association <www.cba.org>. With Joanna Birenbaum.   
   
2003 Fall  “Commentary on Lesiuk v. Attorney General” in Jurisfemme,  
   Newsletter of  the National Association  of  Women and   
   the  Law (NAWL), Vol. 22, No. 3, cited in Mary Jane Mossman,   
   Families and the Law in Canada: Cases and Commentary (Toronto:  
   Edmond-Montgomery Publications, 2004) at 232 
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Book Reviews and Other Non-Refereed Journal Articles 

2016 “Book Review: Poor Justice: How the Poor Fare in the Courts” (2016) 
 10:1 Studies in Social Justice 185-90. 

2014 “Review of Originalism in American Law and Politics by Johnathan 
 O’Neill”  (2014)  8:2  JPPL  589-599.   In this substantive critique of 
 O’Neill’s book, I also comment on the potential impact of originalist 
 theories of constitutional interpretation on Canadian law. 

2010 With André Loiselle, “Michael Moore the Right-Wing Lefty, A Review 
 of Capitalism: A Love Story” (2010) 4:1 JPPL 125-128. 

2009 Book Review, Sunera Thobani, Exalted Subjects: Studies in the Making 
 of Race and Nation in Canada in the Canadian Journal of Law and 
 Society, (2008) 23:1-2 CJLS 198-200. 

 
RECENT MEDIA 
 
CTV News Channel (July 9, 2019).  Spoke live to discuss the gender equality implications of Bill 21. 
 
Johnathan Montpetit, “As fight over Quebec's religious symbols law shifts to courts, legal experts debate 
best way to challenge it” CBC News (Online) (July 8, 2019) (quoted as expert in constitutional law 
regarding Bill 21). 
 
Glynis Ratcliffe, “Block the vote: Should politicians be allowed to mute their constituents on social 
media?” Globe and Mail (July 5, 2019) (quoted as expert on application of Charter to politician’s 
Twitter activity). 
 
CBC Radio (May 30, 2019).  Spoke live on approximately a dozen regional radio shows regarding the 
significance for women’s rights of Prime Minister Trudeau raising the issue of abortion with US VP 
Mike Pence. 
 
Tu Thanh Ha, “Experts say there are ways to overturn Quebec’s secularism bill despite the 
notwithstanding clause” Globe and Mail (April 1, 2019) (quoted as expert in constitutional law 
regarding Bill 21). 
 
CBC Newsworld (October 18, 2018).  Spoke in a live interview as a constitutional expert regarding the 
lawsuit against Ottawa mayor Jim Watson for blocking constituents on Twitter. 
 
CBC Radio, The Current (December 6, 2017).  Spoke as an expert on the constitutional significance of 
the Supreme Court of Canada hearing on the Comeau case (constitutionality of liquor restrictions in 
New Brunswick). 
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CBC Radio (Fredericton) (July 12, 2017).  Spoke as expert on Charter damages regarding the federal 
government’s settlement with Omar Khadr. 
 
CONFERENCE PAPERS 

 
May 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2017 

 
 

With Nicole O’Byrne, “Has the Empire Declined? The Predominance of 
US and UK Trained Law Professors in Canadian Legal Education” at the 
ACCLE/CALT Joint Conference: The Whole Lawyer 2.0 at Queen’s 
University, Faculty of Law, Kingston Ontario. 

 
 
“Is Federalism a Feminist Issue? The Gender of Division of Powers 

 Jurisprudence.” Paper presented as part of the conference entitled, 
 “Canada’s Constitutional and Governance Challenges After 150 Years,” 
 The Glendon School of Public and International Affairs, York University, 
 Toronto, Ontario.   

March 2017 “The  Living  Tree’s  Sour  Fruit:  How  Conventional  Constitutional 
 Interpretation Undermines  the  Charter’s  Promise  of  Social  Justice.” 
 Paper presented as part of the conference entitled, “The Charter and 
 Emerging Issues in Constitutional Rights and Freedoms: From 1982 to 
 2032”, hosted by the University Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 

May 2016 “A Prayer for Original Meaning: A History of Section 15 and What It 
 Should Mean for Equality.”  Paper presented as part of the Conference 
 entitled, “Section 15 of the Charter:  Where Have We Come From, 
 Where Are We Now, and Where Are We Going?”, hosted by the York 
 Centre for Public Policy and Law, Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto 
 Ontario.   

August 2014 “Canada's   Constitutional   Protections   for   Women's   Political 
 Representation in Parliament.”  Paper presented as part of the “Gender 
 and  Politics  Workshop,”  co-hosted  by  Uppsala  University  and  the 
 Research Institute of Industrial Economics, Stockholm, Sweden. 

November 2013 “Gender  Balance in  Parliament.” Paper presented as part of  the 
 conference,  “Democratic  Deficits?   Equality  and  Representation  in 
 Canadian Politics” at the Faculty of Law, McGill University. 

November 2013 “Exacting  a  Price  in  Dignity  as  well  as  Dollars”:  Devaluing 
 Discrimination   against   Women’s   Work   under   the   Charter.” 
 Presentation  at  the  scholar’s  workshop,  “Women  Claiming  Rights,” 
 hosted by the Trudeau Foundation, Montréal, Québec. 

July 2013 “Getting   Off   the   Menu   and   at   the   Table:   Women’s   Equal 
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 Representation in Parliament.”  Paper presented at the Law on the Edge  
Conference, co-hosted by the Canadian Law and Society Association and 
the Law and Society Association of Australia and New Zealand, at the 
Faculty of Law, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British 
Columbia. 

 
May 2013 “The Courtroom as Colonial Harem: Forced Unveilings and the Case of 
 R. v. N.S.”  Paper presented at the Law and Society Annual Meeting, 
 Boston, Massachusetts.  

March 2013 “Is Originalism Bad for Women?  The Curious Case of Canada’s 
 ‘Equal Rights Amendment’”.  Paper presented as part of the 8th Global 

 
Conference, “Pluralism,   Inclusion   &   Citizenship” by 
Inter-Disciplinary.Net in Lisbon Portugal.  

November 2012 “Costs  Breakdown:  What  Mowat  Means  for  Accessing  Justice  in 
 Human Rights Regimes.”    Paper presented as part of a conference 
 entitled, “Adjudicating Human Rights in the Workplace” at Queen’s 
 University, Kingston, Ontario.  

February 2009 “Will ‘Watertight Compartments’ Sink Women’s Charter Rights?  The 
 Need for a New Theoretical Approach to Women’s Multiple Rights 
 Claims under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.”  Paper 
 presented  as  part  of  the  International  Conference  on  Feminist 
 Constitutionalism at Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario. 

October 2007 “Multidimensionality and the Matrix – A New Theoretical Model of 
 Oppression for  Charter  Cases.”   Paper presented as part of the 2nd 

 biennial conference of the Canadian Initiative in Law, Culture and the 
 Humanities at Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario.  

May 2007 “Inequality of Rights – Who Wins When Equality and Freedom of 
 Expression Conflict?”  Paper presented as part of the annual meeting of 
 the Canadian Law and Society Association (Congress 2007), at the 
 University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  

February 2004 “Pulling the Plug: A Feminist Primer on Litigating Internet Abuse and 
 Harassment. ”Paper  presented  at  a  LEAF  conference  entitled, 
 “Women’s E-quality and the Law of the Internet,” at the Faculty of 
 Law, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario.  
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 
 

2018  Invited Speaker, “Women in The Legal Profession: Challenges, 
 Achievements And Impact On The Quality Of Protection Of Rights” (First 
 Ukrainian Forum of Women Lawyers), Kyiv, Ukraine, sponsored by 
 Canadian Bureau for International Education.  I spoke on the need for a 
 “tripartite approach” for the advancement of women’s rights (law reform, 
 representation and litigation). 

 
 

2018 “Feminist Originalism: A Contradiction in Terms?” Invited Keynote Speaker 
as part of the Runnymede Society lecture series, Schulich School of Law, 
Dalhousie University.   

 
2017  “Women’s Constitution-Making.” Participated as part of a panel on  

Canadian legal history, Faculty of Law, University of New Brunswick, 
Fredericton, NB. 
 

2017  “Section 28 in Theory and Practice – The Case of Pay Equity.”   Guest 
   lecture in Law 535, Equality Rights and the Charter, Faculty of Law, 
   Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario. 
 

2014  Presentation on ethical research  practices  concerning  Indigenous 
   peoples  in  Canada. Part of panel  entitled,  “Forging  a  New 

Relationship,” Trudeau Foundation   Summer   Institute   (Truth(s), 
Indigenous Peoples and Public Policy), Osoyoos, British Columbia.  
  

2014  “Feminist Legal Theory: Collective Rights vs. Individual Rights.”  Part 
   of the concluding workshop of the 5th International Osnabrück Summer 
   Institute  on  the  Cultural  Study  of  the  Law,  “Contested  Properties: 
   Culture, Rights and the Humanities,” Osnabrück, Germany. 
 

2013              “Stand-Alone  Disadvantage.”   Guest  lecture  in  Law  535,  Equality 
Rights and the Charter, Faculty of Law, Queen’s University, Kingston, 
Ontario. 
  

2013  “Proposals to Restrict Women’s Reproductive Rights in the name of 
   Morgentaler and Equality.”   Panel presentation as part of an event 
   entitled,  “Evolving  Topics  in  Reproductive  Justice,”  hosted  by  the 
   Faculty of Law and the Shirley E. Greenberg Chair for Women and the 
   Legal Profession, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2012  “Seasons of With(l)er? A Reflection on the Supreme Court’s Record  
   on Distributive Justice from Gosselin to Today.” Keynote lecture as 
   part of the Feminist Legal Studies Queen’s lecture series, Kingston, 
   Ontario. 
  

2012  “How  to  Behead  the  Hydra:  Addressing  the  Constitutionality  of 
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   Abortion  Bills  Post-Morgentaler.”  Guest  Lecture  in  Law  533,  Law 
   Gender  Equality,  Faculty  of  Law,  Queen’s  University,  Kingston, 
   Ontario.  
 

2011  “Substantive Equality as a Principle of Fundamental Justice.” 
   Presentation as part of a panel entitled, “Promise and Prospects: The 
   Scope of Section 7,” Ottawa Law Review Symposium (Celebrating the 
   25th Anniversary of Re B.C. Motor Vehicle Act, [1985] 2 SCR 486), at 
   the Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2011              “Section 28: The Charter’s Vestigial Organ?” Keynote lecture as part 
   of the Greenberg Lecture series at the Faculty of Law, University of  

Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2010  Presentation on Canada (Prime Minister) v Khadr, [2010] 1 SCR 44. 
   Part of a panel discussion entitled, “Canadians Abroad in Peril: The 
   Omar Khadr Case and the Challenge of Balancing Human Rights” at 
   the Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2010  Presentation on R. v. N.S., (2009) 95 OR (3d) 735 (SCJ).  Part of a 
   panel  discussion  hosted  by  LEAF  Ottawa  at  the  Faculty  of  Law, 
   University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2009  “Application of Multidimensionality Theory to Canadian Law.”  Guest 
   lecture in CDNS 5201, Critical Perspectives on Canadian Feminism, at 
   the School of Canadian Studies, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2009  “Are  Watertight  Compartments  Sinking  Women's  Charter  Rights? 
   The need for a new analytic approach to multiple rights claims under 
   the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.”  Keynote lecture as part 
   of the Greenberg Lecture series at the Faculty of Law, University of 
   Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2006  Presentation  on  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  ex  rel  Linda  Merk  v 
   International  Association  of  Bridge,  Structural,  Ornamental  and 
   Reinforcing Iron Workers, Local 771, [2005] 3 SCR 425.  Guest lecture 
   in CML 4114JG, Whistleblowing: The Busy Intersection of Law and 
   Ethics, at the Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 

2004  Presentation on the current state of  constitutional  equality rights in 
   Canada at Gronigen University, Gronigen, Netherlands. 
 

2001  Presentation on practical aspects of legal interventions from LEAF’s 
   experience.  Part of a conference entitled, “Women’s Resistance: From 
   Victimization   to   Criminalization,”   sponsored   by   the   Canadian 
   Association  of  Elizabeth  Fry  Societies  (CAEFS)  and  the  Canadian 
   Association of Sexual Assault Centres (CASAC), Ottawa, Ontario. 
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RESEARCH/FUNDING GRANTS 

 
2013 Co-applicant,  Social  Sciences  and  Humanities  Research  Council  

Connections Grant ($11,000). Received to fund an interdisciplinary  
conference entitled, “Democratic Deficits? Equality and Representation in 
Canadian Politics,” held at McGill University, Montréal, Québec. 

 
OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE 

 
2005-2015 Staff Lawyer, Law Reform and Equality, Canadian Bar Association 

 I supported volunteer CBA lawyers in their law reform advocacy. This 
 included assisting in the development of legal argument in numerous 
 CBA Supreme Court of Canada interventions concerning constitutional 
 and  human  rights,  such  as  Charkaoui  v  Canada  (Citizenship  and 
 Immigration), [2007] 1 SCR 750; Charkaoui v Canada (Citizenship and 
 Immigration),   [2008]   2   SCR   326;   Canadian   Human   Rights 
 Commission, et al v Attorney General of Canada, [2011] 3 SCR 471; 
 and Saskatchewan (Human Rights Commission) v Whatcott, [2013] 1 
 SCR 467.  I continue to be involved with CBA’s work from time to 
 time on a contract basis. 

1997-2005 Associate Lawyer, Balfour Moss, Barristers and Solicitors (now part of 
 Miller Thomson) 

 I practiced primarily in the areas of civil litigation, administrative law, 
 human rights/constitutional law, and family law.  I appeared as counsel 
 at the Federal Court of Canada, the Supreme Court of Canada, and at all 
 levels of court in Saskatchewan, including seven appearances at the 
 Saskatchewan  Court  of  Appeal  and  nine  Queen’s  Bench  trials. 
 Achievements included drafting the factum and acting as co-counsel in 
 Her Majesty the Queen ex rel Linda Merk v International Association 
 of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron Workers, Local 
 771, [2005] 3 SCR 425. 

2000– 2001 Staff Lawyer, LEAF (Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund) 

 I  completed  a  15-month  contract  with  LEAF,  on  secondment from 
 Balfour Moss.  Achievements included acting as co-counsel for LEAF 
 in  Falkiner  et  al.  v  Ontario  (Ministry  of  Community  and  Social 

 

Services) (2002) 212 DLR (4th) 633, 159 OAC 135, 59 OR (3d) 481  
(CA), and as lead counsel for LEAF in Lesiuk v. Attorney General of 
Canada, [2003] 2 FC 697; 299 NR 307 (CA). 
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SELECTED SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
2019-current Pro Bono consulting assistance to lawyers in community seeking leave to 

appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada on a section 15(1) challenge to 
New Brunswick legislation discriminating against common law spouses. 

 
2019-current Volunteer member of the Board of the New Brunswick Pay Equity        

Coalition.  
  
2019-current  Volunteer member of the Board of the New Brunswick Pay Equity        

Coalition.   
 

2018-2019 Vice-President, Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation Society.  The Society 
 brings together former Trudeau Scholars, Fellows and Mentors who 
 play an active role in public and academic sectors. 
 

2018 Pro Bono Consultant, Bank of Canada.  The Bank of Canada consulted me 
in relation to the materials that would accompany its new bank note 
featuring Viola Desmond and the text of section 15 of the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 

 
2018 Peer Reviewer, Journal of Law and Equality 
 
2017 Peer Reviewer, Canadian Journal of Women and the Law. 
 
2017 Jury member, “Points of View: A National Human Rights Photography 

 Exhibition,” Canadian Museum  for  Human  Rights. I  was  the 
 designated  “human  rights  expert”  on  the  jury,  which  adjudicated 
 approximately 1000 photographs under the themes of Reconciliation, 
 Diversity and Inclusion, Freedom of Expression, and Human Rights 
 and the Environment. 
 
2016, 2018 Peer Reviewer, Queen’s Law Journal 
   
2009-2012 LEAF (Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund), Law Program 

Committee.  As a member of the LPC, I helped direct LEAF’s law 
 reform advocacy, including its case interventions.  I was Chair of the 
 Committee in 2011-2012, and was a long-time volunteer for LEAF 
 prior to my involvement with the LPC. 
  
2011 Peer Reviewer, Windsor Review of Legal and Social Issues. 
  


