
 

Recommendations of the Academic Sub-Committee: Clarification for Students 

This memo has been prepared to provide clarification about the Academic Guidance 

for Students circulated on Friday, March 20th.  

The interpretation of letter grades with respect to credit hours attempted, credit hours 

completed, GPA, etc. does not change due to the shift to teaching using alternative 

delivery methods. 

Because most students are unfamiliar with the CR/NCR option, this alternative was 

described in the original informational document circulated on March 20th and is restated 

below.  For clarification, we also highlight the difference between an NCR and a W. 

Students should keep in mind that—although neither an NCR nor a W contribute to a 

student’s GPA—an NCR means that a course was attempted but credit was not 

achieved, whereas a W means that the student did not complete the course. 

Courses marked as CR (credit): 

• will count towards program requirements, 

• will count as credit hours completed, 

• will count as a pre-requisite, 

• will not be assigned grade points, meaning it will not negatively (or positively) 

affect a student’s GPA. 

 

Courses marked as NCR (no credit): 

• a course which has not been completed 

• will not count towards program requirements, 

• will count as credit hours attempted, 

• will not count as a pre-requisite, 

• will not be assigned grade points, meaning it will not negatively (or positively) 

affect a student’s GPA. 

Courses marked as W (withdrawn): 

• A course which has not been completed 

• will not count towards program requirements, 

• will not count as credit hours attempted, 

• will not count as a pre-requisite, 

• will not be assigned grade points, meaning it will not negatively (or positively) 

affect a student’s GPA. 

NOTE: CR/NCR: If a student chooses to receive CR/NCR, a CR will be granted for any 

grade of D or higher. This applies to all courses, electives or required. For programs that 

are subject to requirements imposed by external accreditation bodies the CR will align 



with the minimal grade required. The minimal letter grade threshold for a CR in the School 

of Graduate Studies is C and for Faculty of Law is C-.  

Undergraduate Awards 

• All course credit hours from letter grades/CR/NCR will count towards scholarship 

eligibility for the 2019-2020 assessment year.   

• All letter grades will be used in the calculation of the Scholarship GPA.  

 

Reweighting evaluations: The Academic Sub-committee’s interpretation of a reweighting 

“disadvantaging” a student is that it somehow lowers a student’s grade by shifting the 

weight of evaluations already completed. Each student should get at least as good a 

grade for the work completed as of March 13th as he/she/they would have received 

under the original weighting scheme. In other words, if an instructor chooses to reweight 

material already completed, then the instructor must calculate each student’s grade 

under two possible weighting schemes: the original weighting scheme and the updated 

weighting scheme.  Each student is guaranteed to get the better of these two grades. 

 

 


